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MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING — CHINA VISIT — 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA–CHINA RELATIONS — CORONAVIRUS 

Statement by Minister for Education and Training 

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Minister for Education and Training) [2.09 pm]: I rise today to 
update members on a recent education and training delegation to China on the first flight from Perth to Shanghai 
to promote Western Australia as an ideal location for international students to live and study and to demonstrate 
the broader economic links between our cities. Since returning last month, a lot has changed because of the impact 
of the novel coronavirus and the international public health situation that we are all facing—a situation that is 
constantly evolving. Before I go any further, I echo the statements already made by the Premier on behalf of the 
Western Australian government in that my thoughts and sympathies are with the people of China and the broader 
Chinese community for what is a very difficult period. 

The Western Australian education sector is working collaboratively with the WA Department of Health and the 
federal government to manage the risk and reduce the spread of coronavirus. In particular, I acknowledge the many 
schools and TAFEs that have put in place processes to enable students who need to stay at home to be connected 
to their learning for the start of the school year. I reiterate that the risk of transmission is low and the robust 
Western Australian public health system is managing this situation. Having left China only three weeks ago, I have 
felt quite a personal connection and reiterate that my commitment to strengthening and building on the existing 
education relationship between Western Australia and China remains strong. 

I will now update the house on my visit. From 15 to 20 January, I led an education and training delegation that 
visited Shanghai, Hangzhou and Zhejiang to meet with representatives from government, researchers, vocational 
education and training providers and universities. I was joined by representatives from the Department of Education, 
the Department of Training and Workforce Development, South Metropolitan TAFE, North Metropolitan TAFE, 
StudyPerth, Edith Cowan University and the University of Western Australia. The main objective of this visit was 
to reinforce that Western Australia is a key study destination and demonstrate a team WA approach to international 
education, vocational and education training and research. 

The McGowan government made an election commitment to make international education one of our priorities to 
help diversify our economy and create jobs. Since then, we have launched our landmark international education 
strategy and action plan, which details the activities that will be delivered by StudyPerth. Western Australia now 
has the structure and framework to strengthen and support the international education sector through trade, the 
economy and tourism. In education and training, international students can study the Western Australian Certificate 
of Education and can choose a vocational education and training or university study pathway in-country, choose 
to study at one of Western Australia’s schools as part of the international education program, or choose to study 
at one of Western Australia’s TAFEs or five universities. This level of coordination and collaboration is a first for 
Western Australia. 

We have a strong relationship with China and this relationship will endure current events. The work on the outcomes 
and actions from this visit have already begun and we will deliver on our commitments to grow and support 
international education in this state. 
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